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About us
Where to go

Stadt Altdorf b. Nürnberg

Internet: www.altdorf.de

S-Bahn transit: 30 minutes from Nurem-
berg Central Station

Hiking trails and map of trails
Hiking trails around Altdorf cover a 
total of 100 km and provide an insight 
into the beautiful landscape with 
romantic valley lines and high rou-
tes combining attractive sandstone 
cuttings with beautiful mixed forests 
and both fields and meadows. The map 
of trails around Altdorf can either be 
purchased in local book shops or the 
Kulturamt, Oberer Markt 2.
Guided tours and other Kulturamt 
services
You are invited to book guided tours 
via the Kulturamt. They do not need a 
minimum number of participants. Feel 
free to contact us for further questions 
regarding spare time activities in Alt-
dorf. Please refer to:

Kulturamt Stadt Altdorf
Oberer Markt 2
90518 Altdorf
T: 09187 807-1241
Fax: 09187 807 1292
Email: kulturamt@altdorf.de

For further information on the Univer-
sity Museum, the map of trails or any 
other offer.

Stadt
Altdorf 

entdecken

1622: Due to pressure of 
Nuremberg Town Council, 
Imperator Ferdinand II turns 
the Academy into a university.
1631/32: Tilly’s troops to 
occupy Altdorf which they 
threaten to rape. Similar to 
Nuremberg, Altdorf suffers 
immensely from the confusion 
of the Thirty Years’ War (1618 – 
1648)
1666: Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz 
receives his doctorate from the 
University “Altdorfina”
1743: The residential area 
between the former Governor’s 
Residence and the Upper 
Gatehouse is destroyed in a 
blast.
1806: Nuremberg to lose its 
independence with Altdorf 
becoming part of the Kingdom 
of Bavaria
1809: King Maximilian to close 
the University of Altdorf
1824 – 1924: The former 
University of Altdorf to turn 
into the seat of the Nuremberg 
Royal Teacher Training College
1871: The North residential 
areas located at “Unterer Markt” 
are destroyed in a blaze.
1878: Altdorf to obtain a 
railroad connection from 
Feucht to Nuremberg
1894: Premiere of play 
“Wallenstein in Altdorf”
1925: The “Rummelsberger 
Anstalten” (establishment for 
physically handicapped young 
people) to move into the 
former university building
1972 – 1978: Local government 
reform: 25 outlying villages are 
incorporated into the Altdorf 
Local Authority

2nd half of 7th century: 
primary development core in 
the early Middle Ages
around 800: Royal Court of the 
Franks
1129: First documentary 
mention of Altdorf by the 
cleric Marquardus de Altorf 
with a Martin’s Chapel as the 
church of the Royal Court of 
the Franks being mentioned.
1299: Altdorf is mortgaged to 
the Counts of Nassau
1360: Johann of Nassau 
sells Altdorf to Albrecht of 
Nuremberg
1368: Albrecht of Nuremberg’s 
wife, Sofia von Henneberg, 
grants Altdorf an eternal 
weekly market and another 
seven markets per year. 
First seal of Altdorf with 
“Hennberger Henne”. 
1387: First mention as a town.
1504: In the course of the 
Landshut War of Succession, 
Nuremberg annexes Altdorf.
1525: Altdorf to implement 
reformation
1553: Margrave Albrecht 
Alcibiades to besiege Altdorf 
in the 2nd Margrave War. He 
has the gatehouses closed and 
burns down Altdorf.
1571: The “Gymnasium” 
(grammar school) of the 
imperial town Nuremberg 
moves to Altdorf
1575: Opening of the “Hohe 
Schule” in Altdorf
1578: Imperator Rudolph to 
turn the “Hohe Schule” into an 
academy
1599/1600: Albrecht von 
Wallenstein is a student of the 
Academy for one semester
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Wallensteins Residence  I8

Rothenberger Häusle I7

St. Laurentius  I7

Am Plätzlein  I7Historical Town Hall  I7

Am Judenbühl  I7

Hallway  J7

Market Fountain  J7

Old Graveyard  L7

Lower Gatehouse  K7

Fountain of P. Athene J8

Former University J8

Wallenstein Fountain  I8

Governor’s Residence  I8 Old Housesigns   I7

Ash Tree  H7

Gatehouse - Ponds  H8

Feilturm  H8

Museum I8
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DISCOVER ALTDORF
Important buildings

parking places

public WC

parking places for 
wheelchair users

accessible telephone boxes

short term parking zone

walk and cycle way

recommended path with 
lowered kerbstones

slope

steep incline

cobbled pavement

zebra crossing
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Round Tour

Former University of Altdorf
In Germany, there is no university 
building from the late renaissance 
that has ever been as well-preserved 
as the building of the “Altdorfina”. 
The mathematician Joh. Praetorius, 
the physicist Joh. Chr. Sturm and the 
physician L. Heister were amongst 
its famous professors.
Here the universal academic G.W. 
Leibniz was awarded a doctorate. 
The three-sided construction of 
the university building surrounds 
a courtyard with arcades. 1571: 
First stone laying of grammar 
school,1578: Academy, 1622 to 
1809: University, since 1925 “Wi-
chernhaus der Rummelsberger 
Anstalten” (school for handicapped 
students)

The University Museum
The University Museum is located 
in the rooms of the first printing 
house of the “Altdorfina” (former 
university). It provides an insight 
into the history of Altdorf as well as 
of the organization of the university. 
Student life is explained and 
displayed in depth and comprises 
both university laws and mandates of 
the Senate as well as the cost of living 
and get-togethers. An extensive 
collection of fossils completes 
the picture of a small but special 
museum.

Wallenstein’s residence
Albrecht von Wallenstein, the 
famous General of the Thirty Years’ 
War, lived in this former residence 
of a professor. In 1599, he moved 
into this house at the age of 15 and 
stayed there for seven months of a 
rather turbulent student’s life.

Former Town Governor’s Residence

The building was the residence of the 
Town Governor who represented the 
Nuremberg Town Council in Altdorf. 
Formally, the place was limited by a 
wall with farm buildings in it.

Wallenstein Fountain
…by the Altdorf sculptor Ludwig Manz 
(1985). It shows Wallenstein in his 
adolescent years and is to remind of 
Wallenstein’s hasty years as a student 
in Altdorf from 1599 to 1600.
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The Protestant Town Church St. 
Laurentius
St. Laurentius is situated on 
legendary ground which is likely to 
go back to the times of the Royal 
Court of the Franks and the Martin’s 
Chapel. In 1387, Altdorf was granted 
privileges of a town and the church 
building was expanded. In 1407, 
it had turned into a three-naved 
basilica. Between 1752 and 1755 a 
new nave was built with only the 
Gothic chancel and the basement of 
the tower remaining which are thus 
the oldest parts of the church.
One of the outstanding sights in St. 
Laurentius is the font made of so-
called “Bauderscher Marmor” (Bauder 
marble). Johann Friedrich Bauder, 
former Mayor of Altdorf, donated 
this font in 1754. He had the Jura 
rocks of the region around Altdorf 
which are rich in fossils dismounted 
and finished and thus created the 
“Bauder”, respectively the “Altdorf” 
marble. The Laurentius fountain from 
1820 reminds of the patron saint 
of the church who was tortured to 
death on a flamy grill.

The historical Town Hall
Built up in the 15th century it was 

destroyed in the 2nd Margrave War in 
1553 and thus shared the same fate 
as the major part of Altdorf. Rebuilt 
in 1565, it had butcher’s and bakery 
stalls, the scale and further grocery 
stores on the ground floor whereas 
the members of the administration 

met on the upper floors. In the 
building’s right corner, there was 

the pillory with the iron collar. In the 
early 20 th century, the dormer and 

the gabled dormer window were 
erected.
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Lower Gatehouse
The Lower Gatehouse is one of the 
three towers of Altdorf’s former town 
wall still standing. Today it is used as 
a guest tower. We are now leaving 
the city centre.

The market fountain
The market fountain in new Gothic 

style from 1859 reminds of the 
Altdorf merchant Joh. G. Amberger 
who donated 20,000 Gildes for the 

purpose of modernizing Altdorf’s 
water supply.

Old House Signs in Altdorf
Numerous ornamental stones 

indicating the year of construction 
and the initials can be found on the 

gable sides or over the entrance 
gates of houses. Example: Obere 

Wehd 2: Year of construction and 
initials, the house’s saying, a baker’s 

emblem and a decorated stone.

The graveyard and the Magdalena 
Church
In 1527, the graveyard in Altdorf 
which used to be situated at 
Laurentius Church, was relocated. 
The oldest historical monument 
in the front area of the graveyard 
is a sandstone wayside shrine in 
late Gothic style from 1430/1450 
which, amongst a crucifixion group, 
shows the saints Nikolaus, Katharina, 
Laurentius and Martin. The crypt is 
an open, stretched monument built 
up in 1641 with graves of former 
university professors in it. The church 
was erected between 1741 and 1743. 
In its north side, there are mured 
commemorative plaques.
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Upper Gatehouse/Ponds
Altdorf’s towers are impressive 

contemporary witnesses of the city’s 
founding years. The huge Upper 

Gatehouse is the West entrance to 
the city centre. In former times, it was 

equipped with a drawbridge for the 
purpose of holding off enemies. In 

addition, it could be locked up by a 
heavy and massive gate made of oak 

which has not been removed ever 
since.

There is a face at about five metres 
height, the divided chin-beard and 

moustache of which are rather 
striking. Such a protective grimace 

of a so-called “Neidkopf” (grotesque 
figure) was frequently attached to 

profane buildings and fortifications 
in the Middle Ages. The Upper 

Gatehouse is surrounded by the 
“Stadtweiher” (ponds).

Feilturm
The former “Landsknechtsturm” 
is one of the three towers of the 
medieval town fortification still 
standing. Initially, is served as a 
defence tower on top of which 
there was a canon and was used 
as a repository for powder and 
ammunition. The Feilturm was 
destroyed in a tremendous blast in 
1743 and used as a prison after its 
rebuilding.

Fountain of Pallas Athene
A famous piece of art of the 
Nuremberg caster of bronze Georg 
L. Labenwolf is in the centre of the 
courtyard: The fountain of Pallas 
Athene (goddess of science) from 
1576.

EExterior view Lower Gatehouse
Returning into the city centre, we 

have a look at the exterior view of the 
Lower Gatehouse. The damage to the 
walls is evident; it has been preserved 

on purpose to show the “wounds of 
the wars”. Looking at it more closely, 

rudiments of the gables of the former 
gatehouse are recognizable. On the 

Gatehouse’s left, we can see the former 
“Toilettenhäusl” (small house used as 

a toilet).
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The Rothenberger Häusle 
(Rothenberger Haus)
This half-timbered building was 
used as a bone house and is one of 
the top shots in Altdorf. It is situated 
between the Town Hall and St. 
Laurentius. Moreover, part of the 
town archive has been relocated 
and can now be found here.

Am Judenbühl
The historian Georg A. Will explained 

the name “Am Judenbühl” (At 
Judenbühl) by pointing out that in 

the 14th century, a Jewish family 
named Symmelin had a certified 
right to live in various places one 

of which was Altdorf. However, the 
family did not go there. Nonetheless, 

the place “Am Judenbühl” kept its 
name.

Half-timbered houses “Am 
Plätzlein”

The timber used for the original 
half-timbered construction 

technique was taken from the 
Lorenzer Forest and from the 

forests belonging to Altdorf. Very 
often historical half-timbered 

constructions are hidden behind 
plaster. Only well-off citizens could 

afford plastering their houses.

Ash Tree
On our way back to Altdorf’s 

ponds and moving westwards, a 
glance at the wonderful ash tree 

(Röderstrasse) is worth while. Passing 
the “Waschweiher” we are heading for 

the Upper Gatehouse.

The Doctor’s Gärtlein (Little 
Garden)
The Doctor’s Gärtlein was 
established in 1998 and is located 
behind the museum. It reminds 
of the former academic botanical 
garden named “Hortus Medicus” of 
the University “Altdorfina”. Presently, 
about 300 plants grow there. 
Moreover, object art of local artists 
is displayed.

The ponds in front of the Upper 
Gatehouse were named after their 
usage. Horses were bathed and 
cleaned in the South “Rossweiher” 
(horses’ pond). The water of the 
northerly “Waschweiher” (washing 
pond) could be reached via 
“Stäpfala” (stairs). Women used to 
do their laundry in there.

We are now approaching the 
Kiliansgasse by crossing a 

picturesque hallway.

Welcome address
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Former hostelry “Schwarzer Bär” 
(black bear).
The black bear attached to the 
building Oberer Markt 1 reminds of 
the former hostelry bearing this name.

Dear visitors,

A warm welcome to Altdorf. We are proud to be the 
home of the former Nuremberg University “Altdorfina”. 
With the present leaflet, you are cordially invited to enjoy 
a walk round Altdorf in the Middle Ages and to visit the 
most interesting sights in the city centre.
Buildings rich in history remind of the students’ life in 
former times and picturesque half-timbered houses 
show how much their home town means to our citizens.
I wish you a pleasant stay.

Best personal regards,

Erich Odörfer
Mayor
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